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We hope you will find something 
of interest in this varied Summer
programme.  Most events are on
Sunday evenings, but don’t miss the
two mid-week presentations and a
new series of Sunday afternoon
events… Relax and enjoy being at
Alston Hall at this lovely time of year.

Unless otherwise stated all 
presentations start with a three-course
dinner at 6.30pm.

Evening events up to Sunday 20th
April, 2008 are included in our
Autumn/Winter 2007/8 brochure.

‘GARDENS OF A GOLDEN 
AFTERNOON’ – GARDENS OF THE
ARTS & CRAFTS MOVEMENT
1900-1914
Sunday 11th May
HSJXP01 Fee £18

Croquet and tea on ‘manicured’ lawn;
wisteria bedecked pergola; would set the
‘Edwardian’ garden scene for the new
arts and crafts homes of moneyed
bankers and manufacturers seeking the
stamp of artistic approval to involve 
architects and designers such as Voysey,
Lutyens, Mawson, Jekyll and others.  This
evening Colin Dickinson re-visits this 
period of English garden design, ending
with a summer at Levens Hall whose 
gardens were much admired by the 
Arts and Crafts Movement. 

STRONG TEA & BISCUITS
Sunday 18th May
HSJWP02 Fee £14
(Starts at 2.30pm – ends with sandwiches
and cream tea at 3.45pm)

This fourth book by Vera Waters tells
true tales that will encourage and inspire
you to get the very best out of your life. 
Vera is a story teller extraordinaire and a
member of the Authors’ society.  For thirty
years Vera was an advising consultant for
the Police service and has trained people
from all walks of life.  ‘Life is for living,
every moment is a precious experience, 
it is the instant in which we live …. 
wonderful!’

AN EVENING WITH SERENATA
Sunday 1st June
HSJTP03 Fee £21

Serenata have been working on an 
exciting new repertoire for this Summer
concert but they will also be bringing out
some old favourites for your enjoyment.
As usual the selection will span the 
centuries from early madrigals right
through to recently written publications.
One or two songs by Ernest Tomlinson
are definitely on the list.

THE WILDLIFE OF FLORIDA
Sunday 8th June
HSJXP04 Fee £18

A close-up look, with Trevor Davenport,
at the unique structure and wildlife of the
Florida Everglades, Big Cypress Preserve
and the Gulf Coast islands of Sanibel and
Captiva.  These endangered locations are
home to a wide variety of birds, mammals,
reptiles and plants, all photographed in
their natural environment.  (Trevor is an
Associate of the Royal Photographic
Society)

AN EVENING WITH
‘TROUBLE at’ MILL’
Sunday 15th June
HSJTP05 Fee £22

On their first visit to Alston Hall, this band
from ‘Deepest Lancashire’, will sing all
your favourite Lancashire and Irish songs,
interspersed with some funny stories.
Come and be entertained by this well
established group – often seen and heard
on TV and radio - Bernadette Dixon
(vocals & percussion), Graham Dixon
(guitar and vocals), Denis Wane
(bass & backing vocals), John Cruickshank
(guitar).

TWENTY YEARS IN 
GENERAL PRACTICE
Sunday 29th June
HSJWP06 Fee £14
(Starts at 2.30pm – ends with sandwich
& cream tea at 3.45pm)

Chris Hamilton was a GP in Stockport
from 1970 to 1991, a period which saw
great changes in medical practice.  She
talks about some of these changes along
with light-hearted reminiscences of 
people and incidents she encountered
through the years.  

Trevor Davenport

Serenata
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AN ARMCHAIR TOUR OF
BLENHEIM PALACE
Sunday 13th July
HSJXP07 Fee £18

Blenheim Palace was built to be given to
John, the First Duke of Marlborough, as a
gift in recognition of his great service to
the people of England in defeating the
French.  It is a wonderful building, the
most important Baroque building in
England.  With the use of slides Valerie
Marshall will explore both its history and
its architecture.

MUSIC FOR A SUMMERS EVENING
Sunday 20th July
HSJTP08 Fee £23

Following his busy Summer schedule,
recently returning from Budapest,
Andrew Wilde makes a welcome return
to his favourite Alston Hall to present this
irresistible programme, including a happy
and sparkling early Beethoven Sonata,
and Chopin’s hauntingly beautiful 2nd
Sonata. ‘The Alston Hall audience are
always so concentrated which is some-
thing I appreciate very much and, in turn,
helps to ignite my passion for the music’
– Andrew Wilde.

BEAUTIFUL BOWLAND
Monday 21st July
HSJXP09 Fee £18
(Begins with dinner at 7pm)

The hills and valleys of Bowland provide
an environment and home for a wide
variety of flora and fauna, some of which
requires seclusion and space to survive
and prosper.  Bowland is the home to
endangered species like the hen harrier
and the merlin, two magnificent birds of
prey.  In this presentation by Colin Smith
we shall be visiting the area and will see
many of Bowland’s delightful birds, 
flowers, insects and plants.

FROM MORSE TO MARPLE
Sunday 10th August
HSJVP10 Fee £14
(Starts at 2.30pm – ends with sandwich
& cream tea at 3.45pm)

Many of us have a fascination with 
“Who Dunnits”.  Do we secretly fancy
ourselves as “sleuths”?  What makes
authors develop and become so
enthralled with the characters they 
create?  Let’s investigate this “mystery”
with Ann Kelly and enjoy our own
sleuthing.  A light hearted look at some
of our favourite authors and detectives
and what makes them so appealing.

OMAN – JEWEL OF ARABIA
Sunday 31st August
HSJXP11 Fee £18

Oman is a country only just opening up
to foreign tourists.  Pam Dowson, who
spent a holiday there in February 2007,
will share with us the varied scenery,
interesting architecture and friendliness of
the people in this excellent holiday venue.

AUTUMN GLORY – 
CONTEMPORARY FLORAL 
DESIGN DEMONSTRATION
Thursday 4th September
HSJYP12 Fee £22
(Begins with dinner at 7pm)

Enjoy another evening with Tom Hodge
well known NAFAS International
Demonstrator.  Tom will show you how
to create interesting floral designs 
suitable for your own home and special
events, using beautiful autumn plant
materials.  A selection of designs which
will suit everybody from beginners to
advanced flower arrangers.

AN INTRODUCTION 
TO WINE TASTING
Sunday 14th September
HSJYP13 Fee £20
(Canapés, finger food and desserts will
complement the wine selection)

This new venture at Alston Hall will be 
an evening’s introduction to the world of
wine, featuring several wines for you to
taste, accompanied by a selection of
foods.  Christopher Rodwell will guide
you through some of the main grape
varieties used in both old-world and new-
world wines, as well as some of the
basics about how wine is made.  Fee
includes the tasting of six wines.  
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SRI LANKA – BUDDHA’S ISLAND
Sunday 21st September
HSJXP14 Fee £18

We experience an amazing variety of
scenery and visit diverse ancient cultural
sites including the sacred Bo-Tree where
Buddha received his enlightenment, a tea
plantation, an elephant orphanage and
beautiful beaches and ascend sacred
Adam’s Peak to observe sunrise.  In 
contrast, Steuart & Anita Kellington
then visit the Maldives and enjoy some 
of the best snorkelling in the world.

CHAMBER CONCERT
Sunday 28th September
HSJTP15 Fee £22

A chamber concert by outstanding 
musicians from Chetham’s School of
Music.  Further details and concert 
programme available from July 08.

THE SOUTH WEST COAST PATH
Sunday 5th October
HSJXP16 Fee £18

From Poole in Dorset to Lands End runs
one of Britain’s most spectacular coastal
footpaths.  With rucksack and tent 
John Shaw follows this fascinating route
through wide bays, spectacular cliff
scenery and picturesque seaside towns
and villages.  A total of 400 miles of
walking and good summer weather have
contributed to this splendid presentation
of some of Britain’s finest coastal scenery.

SONGS FROM THE SHOWS
Sunday 12th October
HSJTP17 Fee £18

A truly entertaining evening featuring a
programme of show tunes both old and
new.  Shows like Oklahoma, My Fair Lady,
Phantom of the Opera, Chess and many
more beautifully sung by the voices of 
the Melody Makers.  All have been
members of Amateur Operatic Societies
in the Fylde and Wyre areas and all their
proceeds go to charity.

FASCINATING KRAKOW
Sunday 19th October
HSJXP18 Fee £18

Travel with Malcolm Tranter to the
beautiful Polish city of Krakow with its
lovely squares, castle and splendid 
architecture.  Visit the moving sites of
Auschwitz and Birkenau, the largest of
the Nazi concentration and extermination
camps.  Travel down into the salt mines
to see the splendid carvings and the ‘salt
cathedral’.

80th BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION RECITAL
Sunday 26th October
HSJTP19 Fee £18
(Starts at 2.30pm and finishes with 
sandwich and cake tea)

During the last 50 years or more 
John Clegg’s concert performances have
taken him around the world, including
some twenty tours of Southern Africa and
many visits to the Middle East.  In this
recital a number of John’s favourite works
will be included, ranging from Mozart
and Brahms to the French School of 
Fauré and Debussy.

Melody Makers
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